WSO SpringConcert Season:

Sunday, February 22, 4:30 PM Sunday, April 26, 4:30 PM
Felix Mendelssohn: Johannes Brahms:
Ruy Blas Overture Serenade No. 2 In A Major, Op. 16
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Antonin Dvorak:
Symphony No. 41, K.551, “Jupiter” Romance for Violin and Orchestra, Op. 11
Sergei Prokofiev: ~Natalie Filipovich, violinist
Peter and the Wolf Franz Schubert:
~Narration by Maureen and Liam Vance Symphony No. 8 in B Minor, “Unfinished”

Robert Muczynski:
Dovetail Overture, Op. 12
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A Peek at the Program Notes:

-Barbara DuFresne
Sunday, February 22, 4:30 PM, WSU Performing Arts Center, Main Stage

Mendelssohn (1809-1847) wrote the Ruy Blas Overture in 1839, one of his six overtures that are connected to stage
works. The piece was commi ssioned for a enbdessohnty perf
reputedly disliked. Ruy Blas is a tragic drama written in 1838. The story takes place in 17th century Spain in which

Ruy Blas, an indentured commoner, is manipulated into disguising himself as a nobleman. He becomes prime

minister, works to institute political reforms, and dares to love the Queen.

According to most commentators, Mozartoés Symphony Nd.

(1756-1791) wrote this last of his symphonies during the summer of 1788, a musically prolific period during which

he composed ten significant works including two other symphonies. Thi s sy mphony, call ed @AJ
some anonymous personage) is considered the epitome of Classical style. Composed in the traditional four-

movement arrangement, it contains beautiful melodies and graceful accompaniments contained within the form and

proportion beloved of the time.

We | eap into the 20th century with Prokofievbdos Peter
both story and music. Russian-born Prokofiev (1891-1953) spent the years from 1918-1933 living in Europe and

visiting the U.S. His compositions became known for their rhythmic drive and percussive and dissonant style. In

1933 Prokofiev went back to the Soviet Union, and thereafter many of his compositions returned to a more lyric and

tonal style. Written in 1936 Peter and the Wolf exhibits this more consonant writing.

Pictured are
Maureen and Liam
Vance, left,
narrating “Peter
and the Wolf” and
Mareen Vance and
Natalie Filipovich,
violin soloist,
Dvorak, right.

Sunday, April 26, 4:30 PM, WSU Performing Arts Center, Main Stage

The Serenade No. 2 is in five movements, reminiscent of the divertimento, so popular in the Classical period, yet it
is darker and graver than music written for delight and diversion. Surprisingly, in this piece, there are no violins. A
later revision took out trumpets, tympani and a pair of horns, leaving the woodwinds and lower strings with pride of
place.

Schubert (1797-1828), the earliest Romantic composer of the three, wrote his Symphony in B Minor in 1822. It is

known more familiarly as the AUnNCf ienthastheasdabfoubSehuberti s e it
did sketch out a scherzo movement in piano form and orchestrated a few measure of it, but he left the project and

never came back.
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beautiful melodies, the color of instrumental combinations, and the rich harmoniescontai ned i n fAonl yo
movements.

Ending on a more contemporary note, the concert ends with an overture. Just five minutes long, the Dovetail
Overture was written by American composer Robert Muczynski (1929-). An excellent pianist, he has written
extensively for piano as well as for chamber ensembles, for orchestra and music for documentary films.




Spotlight on the Orchestra:

Lisa Strain, a native Winonan and long-time member of the WSO, has played violin under
several conductors, watched the changing procession of orchestra personnel, and played a vast
variety of music.

Lisa was awarded a full tuition violin scholarship to Viterbo, but for various reasons, including
the death of her teacher, she transferred to WSU. While a student she became concertmaster
of the Winona Symphony Orchestra and remained in that position for about 7 years. In that
phase of her life, Lisa played in the WSO from 1979 to 1995. In addition to playing in the WSO,
Lisa is in the Rochester Symphony Orchestra and is a free-lance violinist in many other concerts.
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happiness to me. lam hungry forat f (i K A &isa lids in Wikoylaavibréher husband Rick
and her daughters Amelia and Andrea.

Sarah Wayant, a flutist in the Winona
Symphony Orchestra, has been playing for
approximately ten years and has been part of
the orchestra for 2 years. Originally born in
Texas, Sarah has also lived in lowa and is
most recently from Prior Lake, MN. Sheis a
junior at WSU majoring in Music Education
and has been selected as one of the 75
collegiate players from across the country to
perform at Carnegie Hall May 24™ for the .
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playing in the WSO because it is a different experience than playlng in band. | also like playing
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Angie Kezar is a violinist and a junior at WSU with a major in Biology and a minor in Music.

Originally from Coon Rapids, Angie has been playing the violin for nine and a half years, two and

a half in the Winona Symphony Orchestra. When asked what she liked about the WSO, Angie
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know of all the community musicians involved; the orchestra seems to help keep relations

between the school and community really positive. The concerts are always very satisfying,

too. Sometimes, when we're playing, | can't stop marveling and smiling at how all these people

are moving, breathing and forming this music as a unit, letting people know what a composer

wanted to talk about. It's probably one of the best feelings possible. All that and I learn how to
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* The Horn is written and produced by board

members Andrea Fry and Barbara DuFresne.
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Have you ordered yourZili¥Beasoickets?

Season Tickets IndividualConceittickets
Adults $40(indudes mebership) Adults $15each
Students$15 Students$5 each
Family $95

-For reservations for the WSO concerts, call Hardt’s Music (507) 452-2712 or purchase
tickets in advance at Hardt’s Music, 115 East 3" St., Winona, MN 55987.

Please help the orchestra by becoming a donor or volunteering your time! Any form of
help aids in continuing the tradition of bringing great music to the Winona community.
If you would like to get involved, please contact the WSO at www.winonasymphony.org
Donation information is below, and thank you for your participation!

Donations:

Benefactor ($2000 and above) Send donations to: Winona Symphony Orchestra
Symphony ($500 to $1999) P.O. Box 1197

Principal ($250 to $499) Winona, MN 55987-1197
Patron ($100 to $249)

Donor (up to $99)

This seasonds concert sithther e
Southeastern Minnesota Arts Council, Inc., through funding from
[ the Minnesota Legislature.




